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The latest news and views from the Primary Care Diabetes Society

Farewell, but not goodbye

y the time you read this
piece, following the
November  conference

of the PCDS in Birmingham,
my second term as Chair of the
Society will be complete and David
Millar-Jones will be leading our

preparations for 2013 and beyond.

Martin Hadley-Brown He takes on the privilege and

is Senior Partner at the
School Lane Surgery,

Thetford, Norfolk. He
was appointed as Chair

of the PCDS in 2005.

tasks of working with one of the
most constructive, supportive
and industrious groups of
people I have ever been fortunate
enough to know.

Our first national conference
in 2005 followed rapidly from the formation of the
PCDS. Undil that time, a primary care working group
comprising a full variety of professionals working in our
field existed within Diabetes UK (DUK). This itself had
come about following the creation in the mid-1990s
of “Primary Care Diabetes UK” (PCDUK), a group
committed to raising the profile and standards of practice
within diabetes services as general practices became
ever more involved in the clinical management of these
conditions.

Around the turn of the millennium, PCDUK joined
with Diabetes UK, taking many of its key personnel
into the DUK primary care committee. However, major
changes in the DUK structure and working practices
just a few years later involved the dissolution of speciality
groups for both primary and secondary care clinicians,
both of whom saw the need to fill the resulting gaps. The
Consultants’ group, the Association of British Clinical
Diabetologists (ABCD), formed somewhat in advance of
the PCDS, our founding “steering committee” starting
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work in 2004. Led by Colin Kenny, who continues to
work with the PCDS as Editor-in-Chief of Diabetes and
Primary Care, that steering committee worked towards
that first national meeting in November 2005, at which
we formally established the society and elected our first
full committee from those present.

From the beginning, the aims of the PCDS have been to
provide support and professional education for all involved
in the care of people with diabetes within primary care,
in order to raise the standards of practice. The Society,
and its committee, are determinedly multidisciplinary,
reflecting the collaborative and multi-skilled nature of
primary care. We are incomplete without nurses, GPs,
dietitians, podiatrists and pharmacists — indeed, the
committee includes a significant number of members
who combine their professional roles with having the
experience of diabetes themselves.

From that first conference, where the uncertainty as to
the response we would receive from potential members
was rewarded with an attendance of at least twice that
of our most optimistic estimates, we have enjoyed a
close collaboration with SB Communications Group.
To run the Society, we require a journal, meetings and
conferences, as well as a membership secretariat and,
increasingly, a lively and interactive website. Simon Breed
(SB) and his company have been with us throughout our
journey, and I am delighted to write that we have recently
formalised the continuance of that collaboration. From
those uncertain beginnings, we have built a successful
programme of meetings, both large and small. A more
recent development has been the formation of national
“sub-committees” in Scotland, Wales and Ireland (where
we include both Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland). This not only brings our meetings and activities
closer to members, but reflects the increasing divergence
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between health services in our countries.

In Diabetes and Primary Care, CPD modules are now
being re-written and re-published aiming to update us
with the knowledge needed to underpin good practice.
Perhaps less obviously, members have taken on advocacy
and advisory roles working with many bodies including
the Government and NICE. We maintain collaborative
relationships with Diabetes UK, ABCD, NHS Diabetes,
the Scottish Diabetes Group, Royal Colleges and other
key stakeholders, as well as internationally with Primary
Care Diabetes Europe.

It has been an honour to oversee the work of PCDS and
its committee as Chair since our formation. I have metand
worked with great people both within and alongside the
PCDS. Seldom can committees have worked so cohesively
and thus achieved so much in such short times together.

Asto the future, the PCDS seeks to play a constructive and
assertive role in the future development of diabetes services
as a large organisation whose membership contributes so
much. We continue efforts to help practitioners to improve
our own standards through professional development. The

website Diabetesonthenet.com, is now an increasingly
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integral part of that service. Also, our research committee,
led by Kamlesh Khunti, seeks to widen the scope
of diabetes research in primary care. There are huge
opportunities here. We all learn from wide-ranging and
high-quality research, but there are also great chances for
us to contribute to that research. Watch out for requests
to become involved and you may enjoy the experience of
research under expert guidance.

So as I move on to continue other work within the
PCDS and elsewhere, I feel an urge to thank individuals
for these past 7 years, and beyond that to all who have
been involved from the first days of PCDUK. There are
however too many to name, even if [ were to try to select
the “key players”.

So I hope that my sincerest thanks will be acceptable to
all whom I have worked alongside, and to all who have
supported the PCDS. There is a challenging but exciting
future ahead. It is a great feeling to know that the PCDS
has David as our new Chair, and that he can rely on
the same superb support that I have felt as we all work
together for a better future both for people with diabetes
and those who support them. |
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Congratulations to the poster winners at 8t National Conference of the Primary Care Diabetes Society.
The winners were Tom Purvis, Michael Anderson, Rahul Bhattacharjee, Matthew Chapman, Stephen
Crockett, Patrick Whittaker and Krishnarajah Nirantharakumar with their poster on glycaemic control
in patients with type 1 diabetes across general practices in the UK.
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New role available with the PCDS:
External Relations Manager

The PCDS is currently seeking applicants for
this new role. The job description and details of
how to apply can be found below and online at

www.pcdsociety.org.

Job description
The constitution of the PCDS states that:

“The role of the Society is to contribute actively
to discussion on diabetes issues at national level.”
The committee of the PCDS intends to create a post
that will involve increasing the influence and impact
of the Society with, but not exclusively:
® Governments.

O®NHS and NHS Diabetes.

@®Dolitical parties.

@®Diabetes UK and other third sector organisations.
® Academic bodies.

@ Other professional organisations and patient groups.

@®Industry.

This may be achieved by promoting and supporting:

@Increased corporacy.

@®Enhanced publicity.

@®Improved and more proactive public relations.

@®Delivery of consistent messages.

@®New opportunities.

@®Engagement with our members about policy and
advocacy.

We are looking for someone with these assets:
@A keen committed healthcare professional.

@®An excellent communicator.

@A visionary.

@ Someone who believes in raising the bar for primary

care diabetes.

If you are a PCDS member and are able to commit
to one session (half a day per week, which may
need to be flexible) and have a wide knowledge and
experience of diabetes practice in primary care, along
with evidence of having influenced diabetes care
delivery, we will provide good remuneration and
travel expenses and the opportunity to work with a
dedicated group of professionals in a supportive and
enjoyable environment.

For more information or an informal chat, please
contact David Millar-Jones (david.miller-jones@
gp-w93024.wales.nhs.uk), Brian Karet (briankaret@
sky.com), or Martin Hadley-Brown (mhb@nhs.net).

Also please look at our website www.pcdsociety.org.

How to apply
If you would like to apply, please forward a statement
(a maximum of 300 words) explaining why you would
be suitable for the role to Claire Holt (claire.holt2@nhs.

net). Please include the names of two referees.

The closing date for applications is 11 January 2013

Thank you for donating to Children in Need!
The money that was raised during the Annual
Gala Dinner on Friday 16 November 2012
amounted to £850.30. The PCDS would like
to thank delegates for their generosity.
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